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PERSONIFICATION, per saJin i fi kaf
shun, a figure in rhetoric used by writers
who wish to produce an effect similar to but
stronger than that produced by metaphor.
In personification life is attributed to ob-
jects without life, as in the following:
O, Liberty! "What crimes are committed In
thy name.
Here Liberty is addressed as a person, and
the presence of life is understood by infer-
ence. Personification is closely related to
metaphor, in which there is always an implied
comparison. It is not always possible to
distinguish sharply between the two, as in
the expression "angry skies." Here the
metaphor could be regarded as personifica-
tion, as the skies are given a human char-
acteristic. See metaphor.
PERSPECTIVE, perspek'tiv, the art of
representing objects upon a plane surface
so that they appear as though they themselves
were viewed from a given point. Perspective
is intimately connected with all art. It is par-
ticularly important in the art of drawing
and painting, as without correctness of per-
spective no picture can be entirely satis-
factory. The part of perspective which re-
lates to the form of the objects differs essen-
tially from that which teaches the grada-
tion of colors according to the relative dis-
tance of objects.
A person looking through a glass window
at objects beyond will perceive the shape,
size and location of every object upon the
glass. If the objects are near the window,
the spaces they occupy upon the glass will be
larger than those occupied by similar objects
at a greater distance. If they are parallel to
the window, their shapes upon the glass
will be parallel; if they are oblique, their
shapes will be oblique. As the person alters
his position, the location of the objects upon
the window will also be altered. The hori-
zontal line, or line corresponding with the
horizon in every position of the eye, will be
upon a level with itj that is, will seem to
foe raised as far above the ground upon which,
the spectator stands as is his eye.
If the person at the window draws with a
pencil upon the glass the figure of an object
seen through it, as if the point of the pencil
touched the object, he will have a true repre-
sentation of the object in perspective as it
appears to his eye. However, representations
of objects generally have to be drawn on
opaque planes, and for this purpose rules
 have been deduced from optics and geom-
etry, the application of which constitutes
what is properly called the art of perspective.
See drawing.
PERSPIRA'TION, a watery fluid secreted
by the sweat glands in the skin. Ninety-nine
per cent of it is water, but it contains small
quantities of common salt, urea and other
salts. Perspiration that evaporates as fast
as it forms is insensible perspiration; that
which appears on the skin in drops is sensible
perspiration. It is estimated that there are
about 2,500,000 sweat glands distributed over
the body, and the quantity of perspiration
discharged by a healthy person varies from
twenty-five to seventv ounces in twenty-four
hours.
Violent exercise, extreme suffering and a
high temperature increase the quantity of
perspiration above normal. Fever which
closes the pores of the skin diminishes the
quantity. In hot weather the evaporation of
perspiration helps to keep the temperature
of the body at normal, about 98 ° F. Perspira-
tion is essential to health, since certain
poisonous substances are removed from the
system through the sweat glands. As the
perspiration evaporates, it leaves a thin film
on the skin, which makes frequent bathing
necessary.
PERTH, purfh, western australia, the
capital of the state, situated on the Swan
River, twelve miles above its port, Fremantle.
It has the range of the Darling Mountains
for a background. The chief buildings in-
clude a city hall, the governor's palace, a
mechanics' institute and an observatory. The
city also has barracks and a large park.
Population, 1927, including Fremantle and
suburbs, 184,223} in the city proper, about
150,000.
PERTH AMBOY', N. J., Middlesex Coun-
ty, fifteen miles south of Newark, on Raritan
Bay, at the mouth of the Raritan River, and
on the Central of New Jersey, the Lehigh
Valley and the Pennsylvania railroads. It
was settled by people from Scotland about
1683, on the site of an Indian village called
Amboy. They named the place Perth, in
honor of the Earl of Perth, and the Indian
name was added later. It was the capital
of the Province of New Jersey up to the
Revolution. There is an excellent harbor and
considerable shipping, especially of coal. In
the vicinity are deposits of fire clay, and the
city has extensive shipbuilding yards, large

